CONCLUSION                                                                425

We are not concerned here with an apologia for these
democracies. In some matters no doubt their political
leaders have been weak and their administrators unimagin-
ative. They have evaded or retreated from tasks where the
pressure of public opinion was not sufficiently persistent.
One of their grievous failings has been their defective planning
in the utilization of natural resources, with the malign result
that in little more than a century many resources in countries
richly endowed have been grossly mismanaged or wholly
destroyed. Deep and serious scars have been cut in the
face of the country. Axes and fire have eliminated forests,
with little or no long-range plan for the use of the land. In
regions of light rainfall the vital grass cover has been
destroyed by excessive grazing or by unwise cultivation,
and valuable soil has been washed to the sea. The pioneer
has been ruthless in his attitude towards nature. In many
cases individual ignorance is to blame, but more often the
mistakes are due to the absence of an organized community
purpose. The democracies have been absorbed in the present
and negligent about the future, as is perhaps inevitable in
a people who have witnessed a magnificent expansion and
have been intoxicated in contemplating its more immediate
triumphs. Owing to the lavish gifts of nature and the
abundant capital from older societies they have been so rich
as to be careless and extravagant. Powerful private interests
have usually pressed for the rapid use of resources, and the
still small voice of the informed who discuss the relevant
facts about the physical environment has not outweighed
the influence of the powerful. Then, also, the parliamentary
system, especially its mechanism of financial control, has
not been an instrument best designed for long-term planning.
The normal parliamentary method of voting sums of money
year by year often brings sharp interruption in a policy that
should be projected for decades not years.

What is the challenge to democracy in the Dominions?
In these countries there is no ideological challenge of impor-
tance to the democratic way of life. No bitter social struggle